
The BEAR Essentials 

It’s that time of year again in the Tri-Port region. The sun is out (sometimes) and the bears are 
waking up. Our black bears here on the North Island live in a very difficult environment with 
hunting pressures, logging, traffic accidents, natural selection, and other predators all affecting 
a single bear’s survival rate. But the most important species in this equation is us – those that 
live in the urban interface.  

A black bear’s life primarily surrounds the continuous search for food, often staying close to 
berry laden bushes and fish bearing streams. However, as the summer wanes on and the food 
sources dry up, inevitably bears wander into the urban environment to continue their search. 
And yes, you guessed it, my beef is with garbage.   

When a black bear becomes habituated to urban garbage it can pose a public safety risk. Often, 
bears will attempt to protect their food sources and this can be a safety concern. However, the 
most disturbing thing that I have seen over the last while is the amount of damage that house 
hold garbage causes to bears. Last year I removed a large black bear in the middle of summer 
whose face was cut from tin cans, his teeth were broken with only molars remaining, and the 
inside of his mouth and tongue was lacerated due to eating garbage for weeks. He was living 
with these injuries and suffering on a daily basis – all from garbage.  

My goal this summer is to reduce bear conflicts with humans by actively patrolling and 
enforcing legislation relating to wildlife attractants – and garbage is an attractant. What pieces 
of legislation protect our bears from garbage you might ask? Mainly this is the Wildlife Act.  
Section 33.1 (2) of the Act makes it an offence to attract dangerous wildlife to land or premises; 
and a black bear is defined as dangerous. It is a ticketable offence that carries a fine of $230. In 
addition, the Act gives me the authority to order a property owner to clean up and follow the 
directions that I deem necessary under the circumstances. This is called a Dangerous Wildlife 
Protection Order (DWPO). Failure to comply with a DWPO carries a penalty of $575. Ultimately, 
offences under the Wildlife Act are offences for which an individual may be arrested; and if 
required I can compel that individual to court. 

That’s the harsh side of enforcing the Wildlife Act. However, my preferred method is public 
education, outreach, warnings, and talking through the issues at play. Ultimately, it is our 
collective social responsibility to live within our communities in a manner that is sustainable for 
all generations to come. As a final comment, I do realize that sometimes there are bears who, 
for no fault of anyone, are aggressive, urban confined, and posing a risk to public safety. That is 
where I come into the picture with a special set of skills to problem solve the situation either by 
re-location, dispersion, or destruction. Each case is treated individually and the animal’s 
behaviour and health is assessed before making a decision.  



So, what can you do to help? In addition to timely and accurate reporting, I encourage people 
to keep these points in mind: 

• Keep garbage inside until the morning of garbage collection.  
• Odorous garbage can be kept inside a plastic bag and frozen until garbage day.  
• Garbage can also be kept in the basement or inside their garage or shed if it is bear 

proof.  
• Use airtight garbage containers.  
• Businesses/property owners can install bear-proof garbage bins (see websites).  
• Businesses can also construct a bear proof fence/storage area to house their garbage 

until collection time.  
• Neighbourhood garbage problems can be addressed through residents being proactive 

in their neighbourhood.  Encourage residents to talk to the neighbour(s) that is causing 
the bear problems and help educate them about bear attractants.  

• Garbage should not be left in the back of vehicles or under canopies; they aren’t bear 
proof and will likely get damaged.  

 

For those wishing further reading and education please visit the below ministry web links: 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/cos/info/wildlife_human_interaction/docs/bears.html 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bear_hm.htm 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/misc/bears/bearsaf.html 

 

Thank you all, 

Regards, 

Your Conservation Officer 

Bryce Casavant, CMAS, MA 

Tri-Port Area 

1-877-952-7277 (RAPP) 

PS, 

I got my phone number in here this time! 
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